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violently till he found I did not like his poetry1; and his attack on me shall not prevent me from continuing to say what I think of him, from an apprehension that it may be ascribed to resentment. No, Sir, I called the fellow a blockhead2 at first, and I will call him a blockhead still. However, I will acknowledge that I have a better opinion of him now, than I once had; for he has shewn more fertility than I expected3. To be sure, he is a tree that cannot produce good fruit: he only bears crabs. But, Sir, a tree that produces a great many crabs is better than a tree1 which produces only a few.1
In this depreciation of Churchill's poetry I could not agree with him4. It is very true that the greatest part of it is upon the topicks of the day, on which account, as it brought him great fame and profit at the time5, it must proportionally slide out of
1 Churchill, in his first poem, The Rescind (Poems, i. 4), mentions Johnson without any disrespect among those who were thought of as judge.
' For Johnson some, but Johnson,
it was feared, Would be too grave ; and Sterne
too gay appeared.'
In The Author (ib. ii. 36), if I mistake not, he grossly alludes to the convulsive disorder to which Johnson was subject. Attacking the pensioners he says—the italics are his own :—
' Others, half-palsied only, mutes
become,
And what makes Smollett write makes Johnson dumb.'
a See post, April 6, 1772, where Johnson called Fielding a blockhead.
3 Churchill published his first poem, The Rescind, in March or April 1761 (Gent. Mag. xxxi. 190); The Apology in May or June (z'6. p. 286); Night in Jan. 1762 (ib. xxxii. 47); The First and Second Parts of The Ghost in March (ib. p. 147); The Third Part in the autumn (ib. p. 449); The Prophecy of Famine in Jan. 1763 (ib. xxxiii. 47), and The
Epistle to Hogarth in this month of July (ib. p. 363). He wrote the fourth part of The Ghost, and nine more poems, and died on Nov. 4, 1764, aged thirty-two or thirty-three.
4  ' Cowpcr had a higher opinion of Churchill  than  of  any   other   contemporary writer.    " It  is   a   great thing," he said, " to be indeed a poet, and does not happen to more than one man in a century; but Churchill, the  great  Churchill,  deserved   that name."    He made him, more than any other writer,his model.' Southey's Cowpcr, i. 87, 8.
5  Mr. Forster says that 'Churchill asked five guineas for the manuscript of TheRosciad(according to Southey, but Mr. Tooke says he asked twenty pounds).'   Finding no purchaser he brought the poem out at his   own risk.      Mr.   Forster    continues:— ' The   pulpit  had  starved   him   on forty pounds a year; the public had given him a thousand pounds in two months.'    Forster's Essays, ii. 226, 240.   As The Rosciad was  sold atone  shilling a  copy,  it   seems   incredible that such a gain could have been made, even with the profits of The  Apology   included.    'Blotting
e 2                                         theQueen Hipnm-, Kloom'i bury, whither, paniinlnrly on ii Sunday evening, great numbert of per-suns of thtj lirst eminence* fur hrienrr tind litenitme resorted fur the nt*oy« niciu of conversation.1 Ilitwkinsi'!! Ji>/tmi»i, p. -JIM.
